SAC COPWATCH ANTI-OPPRESSION/ANTI-RACISM TRAINING
I. A radical perspective on the history and actual role of the police 

From The Iron Fist and the Velvet Glove

Center for Research on Criminal Justice
History of the police: “Law enforcement grew into a legitimate institution with the extreme rise in number of police and the increase in police brutality, both directly associated with the rise of industrial capitalism in the 1830s, which created the class structure inherent in capitalism. This rise in industrial capitalism led to an increase in poor people, and thus desperation, violence and therefore the supposed need of police to control these individuals.” (9A)
Role of the police: “It is clear that the police have primarily served to enforce the class, racial, sexual and cultural oppression that has been an integral part of the development of capitalism in the US.” (3A)
“Historically, the main function of the police has been to protect the property and well-being of those who benefit from an economy based on the extraction of private profit. The police were created primarily in response to rioting and disorder directed against oppressive rioting and living conditions in the emerging industrial cities. How do the police enforce the oppressive social and personal relations of capitalist society?” (5A)
II. A few historical examples of the real function of the police
Examples: The police were used consistently to put down striking workers in the industrial conflicts of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, conflicts caused by the exploitation of the lower classes by the upper class capitalists. The police did not shoot or beat the corporate executives of Carnegie Steel, the Pullman Company or the Pennsylvania Railroad who subjected their workers to long hours, physical danger and low pay. Instead, they shot and beat the workers who protested against the exploitation. In the 1960s, the police did not arrest the men who planned and directed the US aggression in Southeast Asia; they arrested the people who protested against that aggression. And in the ghetto revolts of Harlem, Watts, and Newark, the police did not use tear gas and shotguns on slumlords or on merchants who should shoddy and overpriced goods; they used them on the Black people who rebelled against the victimization. (5A)
III. An introduction to racial profiling (Excerpts from Fred Pampel’s book Racial Profiling)
-Racial profiling involves law enforcement acting on the basis of race, ethnicity or national origin of an individual instead of his or her criminal behavior. Racial profiling is sometimes used as the sole basis of a police stop, which is outlawed in many counties and is arguably unconstitutional, as it violates the Fourteenth Amendment of equal protection under the law, as well as the Fourth Amendment, the right of the people to be secure in their own persons and not subject to unreasonable searches (based on race). 
CASE FOR RACIAL PROFILING

Race, ethnicity and national origin are legitimate components of profiling because they increase the chance of discovering crime. Certain racial, ethnic and national origins groups statistically tend to be more involved in crime than others. So stopping people that fit within these categories will prevent crime. In essence, it’s about statistical probability of crime being committed by certain groups that inform the police’s decision to stop them. It’s about the crime and not about the race of the criminal, so they say. Stereotypes develop on the basis of factual probability.
Supporters of racial profiling claim that the elimination of racial profiling would hamper police’s the ability to stop drug dealing, a trade that leads to high rates of murder, violence and addiction. That is, statistics show that in cities that have strict policies against racial profiling, arrests for drug dealing have gone down while drug dealing itself has likely remained the same. 

CASE AGAINST RACIAL PROFILING
1) It is unfair to the individual

2) Based on flawed reasoning

3) Ineffective for police

4) Harmful to society

1) It is unfair to the individual
Racial profiling is unfair because it comes from making judgments about individuals on the basis of membership in racial groups. In essence, racial profiling relies on the use of stereotypes. A stereotype in flexibly generalizes all members of a group based on the behavior or traits of some of the members. So these stereotypes rely on appearance rather than behavior. 
To quote Fred Pampel in his book Racial Profiling: “Police then come to rely unfairly on stereotypes and perceptions of minority groups that guide their law enforcement. Racial profiling works to reinforce the power of advantaged groups and threaten the civil rights of the less powerful.” (33)
2) Based on flawed reasoning
Arrest statistics are flawed because they reflect the behavior of police as much as the behavior of those arrested. If police rely on stereotypes about race, ethnic and national origin, they are going to focus more on minorities. So, because they are focusing more on minorities, there are likely to find more “black crime” than “white crime,” since whites aren’t as scrutinized or targeted. If police stop excessive numbers of black drivers, they will find evidence of excess black crime. Behavior only becomes criminal if it’s caught, and if the police don’t look for it among whites, they won’t find it, and because they find it among blacks, they are likely to conclude that blacks commit crimes at a higher level than whites. The percentage of searches in which drugs are found is roughly the same for both blacks and whites, both for vehicle stops and customs stops.
3) Ineffective for police

It is true that in some cities crime went down because of racial profiling – such as NYC and the implementation of quality-of-life crimes – but other cities had the same success (San Diego and Boston) with the police cooperating with community groups to lower crime, which is called community policing. 

Criminal profiles don’t work either, since they often include contradictory characteristics for police to look for (drives new car, old car, professional clothes, gang clothes, walked quickly through airport, walked slowly through airport). The criminal profile is so large that it justifies cops to pull over anyone at any time since most people share some of these characteristics. This method, therefore, is self-defeating, since they aren’t narrowing down anything.
4) Harmful to society

Racial profiling has serious psychological effects. Psychologists say that it is a form of emotional and psychological trauma. Such a humiliating experience leads to some of the same trauma that war veterans experience from post-traumatic stress disorder. It creates an atmosphere of fear such that minorities are constantly molding their days around behaviors that allow them to avoid confrontations with police. Some accommodate these misconceptions by purposefully dressing or acting differently than they normally would in order to conflict- taking different roads home, having to be less desirable clothes.
In conclusion, racial profiling might catch more criminals in the short terms, but it weakens law enforcement in the long run because minorities usually targeted by law enforcement are less likely to report crimes they see, less likely to testify as a witness, and if they are jurors, they might use their animosity towards police testimony to acquit guilty individuals. 

According to the Traffic Stop Data Analysis, an independent study of racial profiling by the Sacramento Police Department, there is a substantial disparity between the proportion black drivers make up of traffic and how much they are stopped.

IV. What is Copwatch?
     
a) History 
Some of the first unofficial Copwatchers were the Black Panther Party, founded by Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton. Having studied California gun laws, Huey recognized the legality of openly carrying weapons. The BPP patrolled the streets of Oakland with shotguns and the California Penal Code, educating other blacks on their rights to bear arms and defend themselves, monitoring and observing the police and posting bail for those arrested. This is essentially the fundamentals to Copwatch: educating others on the law, observing the police and supporting those who victimized by the police.

Berkeley Copwatch was the first Copwatch, beginning in 1990. 

b) Goals 

1) Educate the folks on their legal and Constitutional rights

2) Observe and monitor police conduct on the streets

3) Support victims of police abuse by helping them find legal resources 

4) Promote police accountability by encouraging others to file police reports when necessary

5) Empower folks to become concerned members of their community by recording police stops
c) Philosophies
1) Non-violence

2) Non-interference

3) A self-reliant community is a sustainable community

c) The Law and Knowing Your Rights

i) Copwatch is 100% legal and is protected under three righs of the Constitution. 

 The 1st amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America in the Bill of Rights- the Freedom of Assembly and the Freedom of Press.
Our 4th amendment right also protects us from illegal search and seizures, such as being stopped by a cop and having him or her begin searching your bag without consent or search warrant. The fourth amendment also grants the exclusionary rule, which states that any evidence obtained during an illegal search cannot be used against the individual in a court, nor can any evidence stemming from the illegally seized evidence be used either.
The 5th amendment is essentially the right to remain silent when a cop begins to question you, to not incriminate yourself before seeing a lawyer or standing before a jury. After giving your name and address, you can plead the 5th and it’s completely legal. 

Copwatch deals mostly with infractions (as opposed to misdemeanors and felonies)

· Infraction: any violation punishable by a ticket. For these you usually don’t have to do jail time. You are expected to provide your name and residence for the police if you are being detained (Copwatch advice: tell them your name and address and produce ID if you have it, but don’t lie and say you don’t have ID when you do; lying to the police is illegal. However, IT IS NOT ILLEGAL TO WITHOUT AN ID). You do not have to answer any more questions after this- just name and address, and then you are allowed to plead the Fifth. 
ii) 3 types of encounters:
· Voluntary or consensual: This is when a cop stops you on the street and starts casually talking to you. The cop can ask you where you are coming from, what you are doing in the neighborhood, etc. You do not have to answer these questions, unless you are being detained. If you don’t feel comfortable talking to the cop, you can ask “am I free to go?” If the answer is yes, just walk away. If the answer is no, then that means you are being detained. The cop does not have to tell you why you are being detained. However, the cop should only detain you if there is reasonable suspicion, such as being linked to a crime or a crime about to happen; there needs to be actual, physical evidence of this to be detained. 
· Detention: Once you are being detained – CONFIRM THIS BY ASKING THE OFFICER, “AM I BEING DETAINED?” – you do not have the right to leave. You are essentially under the custody of the officer. The officer can conduct a pat search on you, meaning he or she can touch your body and your pockets just to make sure you don’t have any sharp objects or weapons on you. However, they cannot search your pockets or bags or car unless you consent to a search (among a few other possibilities that will be discussed later). They can ask to search your bag, but you have the right to say NO. They also don’t have to inform you that you have the right to decline a consent search, which is why it’s important to know that right yourself! They can also lie to you and say that they need to search your car just to make sure that there isn’t a gun in it or something, but this is a trick, and they are allowed to mislead you into complying with their agenda. 
· Arrest: if you are being arrested, that means you are in police custody and they can search your pockets, your bags or any of your possessions. The cops do have to tell you why are you being arrested and under what charge. You still have the right to remain silent and the right to a lawyer. You will be handcuffed, read your rights and taken to jail to be processed through the system. Again, a cop DOES NOT have to tell you why you are being detained, but a cop DOES have to tell you why you are being arrested and on what charge.
Types of police searches: 
Detention: cops can engage you in a pat search (a.ka. frisk) to check for sharp weapons, but they cannot go inside of your pockets or possessions during a pat search. They cannot search your possessions except under the following conditions:

· If you are being arrested

· Search warrant

· If there is a search clause as part of your probation or parole

· If you agree to a search (which you DO NOT have to do)

· Crime-in-progress 

iii) Important Concepts


Reasonable Suspicion

Reasonable suspicion is based on what a reasonable person would consider a crime about to be committed or has already been committed; it is essentially officer’s discretion. Officers must have evidence for a stop based on reasonable suspicion and it can’t be based on a hunch or race, ethnicity or national origin, although it can be based on inferences that stem from the above. An arrest can’t be made on reasonable suspicion but only on probable cause. So, reasonable suspicion is what allows police to develop a case by further investigating a suspect that leads to probable cause for an arrest.
The fact that the officer has so much discretion to make a stop and detain you leads you to believe that anything can be considered reasonable suspicion, depending on the officer’s unconscious prejudices or perceptions of others. This leads to what is called a pretext stop, which is a stop made for a minor infraction with the hopes of being able to investigate the individual to find more serious criminal activity. Thus, reasonable suspicion is the basis for racial profiling because reasonable suspicion is extremely subjective and can be used to pursue racist tendencies in a million ways. “I thought I saw you holding a knife” or “I thought I smelled weed,” or “you seemed like you fit the description of a suspect that we’re looking for.”  The individual stopped cannot prove these assertions wrong, meaning there is no action that the individual can take against reasonable suspicion being used to justify racial profiling.

( Probable cause (objective, tangible evidence to build a case in order to arrest you – the point at which a case is built strong enough is subjective, however. The officer must have probably cause to arrest you. More evidence is needed for probable cause than for reasonable suspicion. Racial profiling comes in the form of stopping minorities based on reasonable cause, which then gives the police access to find probable cause to arrest individuals. Because probable cause requires hard evidence that must be accounted for, police usually don’t make arrests based on race; they make stops based on race using reasonable suspicion, which can lead to an arrest.
*From Reasonable Suspicion to Probable Cause to Arrest (police building a case)*
IV. Why Copwatching is a necessary means of effective social change 

1) Deterring police brutality saves lives and capturing brutality preserves the possibility of justice: By recording the police, you are deterring them from doing anything illegal, thus preventing abuse of power. If something were to happen, if you capture it on tape, you can help the victim to receive justice in the courts that might not otherwise happen without evidence. Accountability and responsibility creates stronger communities and thus bigger social change.

2) Dialogues change minds: Having dialogues with police is an important way to shift the power dynamic and let them know that they can’t get away with the things they try to. If you see an instance where racial profiling might be taking place, it’s important to discuss that with them so that they know others are watching and they will be held accountable for their actions and thus less likely to engage in misconduct.
3) Take a stake in your community: You are encouraging others to take a stake in the well-being of the community by setting an example that injustice won’t be tolerated. By recording police conduct and educating folks about their rights, you are protecting your community and empowering others to work against racial profiling and police brutality, thus improving your community.

4) Education: The more educated the citizenry is, the more we will be able to do about injustice. The more educated the public, the healthier and more democratic of a society we have. We must be educated about our rights so that they aren’t violated by the police. We must show the police that their power and authority only goes as far as our knowledge of  rights and the law.

